LIBERTY   OF   THE   HAREEM
in Arabia, passes for as good as a clerk that can say Ms formal
devotion: the nomads which have much praying amongst them,
are the more ill-natured. Women pray not as the men, falling
upon their faces; but they recite the form of words with folded
arms and kneeling, 'El-entha, the female (mild to labour and
bringing forth the pastoral riches) is, of all animals, the better, say
the Arabians, save only in mankind.' Yet this is not an opinion of
all Arabs, for the hurr, or dromedary stallion, is preferred for his
masculine strength by the Moors or Western Arabs. Upon the
human entha the Semites cast all their blame. Hers is, they
think, a maleficent nature, and the Aarab complain that 'she has
seven lives.' The Arabs are contrary to womankind, upon whom
they would have God's curse; 'some (say the Beduw) are poisoners
of husbands, and there are many adulteresses.3 They, being full
of impotent iniquity themselves, too lightly reproach the honest
housewives, although not without some cause: but what might
not those find to tell all day again of the malignant inconstancy of
husbands? The horma they would have under subjection: ad-
mitted (they say) to an equality, the ineptitude of her evil nature
will break forth. They check her all day at home, and let her
never be enfranchised from servitude. If the sapient king in
Jerusalem found never a good woman; many a better man has
found one better than himself. The veil and the jealous lattice
are rather of the obscene Mohammedan austerity in the towns:
among the mild tent-dwellers in the open wilderness the house-
wives have a liberty, as where all are kindred; yet their hareem
are now seen in the most Arabian tribes half veiled. When some
asked me, at Zeyd's coffee-fire, if our hareem went veiled, I
answered, eNo! they are open-faced, there is no need of face-
clouts among honest folk; also I think among you Aarab, they
which have their women's faces veiled, are the more dissolute
tribes.3 The Beduins are always glad to hear other tribesmen
blamed. It was answered, 'Ay, billah, they are corrupted.* I
asked Zeyd, 'Art thou of this opinion?' cKhalil-he said in his
heart, 'Thou thinkest as the kuffar'-the face of a wife should be
seen of no man besides her own husband.5
The woman's sex is despised by the old nomad and divine law
in Moses; for a female birth the days of her purification are